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1. UNITED STATES TRADE RESTRICTIONS AGAINST CUBA REMAIN 
UNALTERED. SECRETARY KISSINGER STRESSED IN HOUSTON SPEECH 
MARCH 1 THAT UNITED STATES CONSIDERS ITSELF BOUND, AS A 
MATTER OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, BY THE COLLECTIVE WILL OF 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES REFLECTED IN MULTILATERAL 
SANCTIONS VOTED AGAINST CUBA IN 1964. THE SECRETARY ADDED 
THAT THERE CAN BE NO CHANGE IN U.S. BILATERAL RELATIONS 
WITH CUBA AS LONG AS OAS MANDATE REMAINS IN FORCE. 
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IN PARAGRAPHS 620(A) (1) AND (3) OF THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
ACT, SECTION 103 OF P.L. 480, NS AM 220 AND THE EXPORT 
ADMINISTRATION ACT OF 1974 INVOLVE MEASURES AGAINST STATES 
WHICH DO NOT TAKE STEPS TO PREVENT THEIR SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT 
UNDER THEIR REGISTRY FROM CARRYING GOODS AND MATERIEL TO 
CUBA. MOREOVER, INDIVIDUAL VESSELS WHICH HAVE BEEN 
ENGAGED IN THE CUBA TRADE SINCE 1963, ARE PROHIBITED FROM 

BUNKERING OR SERVICING IN PORTS UNDER U.S. JURISDICTION 
WITHOUT A SPECIAL LICENSE, AND FROM CARRYING U.S. 
GOVERNMENT FINANCED CARGOS. CONSISTENT U.S. GOVERNMENT 
POLICY HAS BEEN AND CONTINUES TO BE TO DENY REQUESTS 
FOR EXCEPTIONS TO THESE PROVISIONS, EXCEPT IN CASES 
INVOLVING MARITIME EMERGENCIES OR OTHER SPECIAL FACTORS. 
WHERE VIOLATIONS HAVE OCCURRED, WE HAVE APPLIED THE 
REQUIRED MEASURES. WE WOULD WELCOME ANY EVIDENCE THAT 
PROHIBITIONS REGARDING CUBA TRADE HAVE BEEN IGNORED. 

3. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR US TO GRANT EXCEPTIONS AS 
REQUESTED BY MR. LYONS UNDER CURRENT CUBAN POLICY WHICH 
REMAINS UNCHANGED. 
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